KATIE’S

— STORY —

After two abortions and a miscarriage, | wasn’t sure a family of my own would ever be in my
future. Sometimes finding forgiveness within yourself can be the hardest place to look.

“But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

2 CORINTHIANS 12:9

I was 16 and as my parents sat on either side of me, they told me the answer to my questions about why

I was recently so sick. I had morning sickness, I was pregnant. I told them they were wrong and that it
couldn’t happen to me. I went through the next two days confused as everyone was telling me so many
things and how I wasn’t ready for something like this, and it just wouldn’t be good for me. Two days later

I had an appointment and my mother took me to have an abortion. I was numb about what I had done to
myself and for the next few years I spiraled down and away from God, whom I had always been close to
growing up. I went off to college and managed to go through two more serious boyfriends and the loss of
my father. I never got to talk to him about my pregnancy and find out if he was mad, disappointed or what
he thought. It seemed to haunt me on a daily basis - to see the signs and people protesting what I had done,
and it was taboo to talk about my life.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn,
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”

LUKE 6:37

I kept looking for someone to love me and help me get through things. When I was in college I met a guy
with two kids and thought he was my answer and that he would understand. Suddenly I was swept up by
someone who really didn’t care about me as much as I thought, and soon I was lost and alone and pregnant
again. A week later I had a miscarriage. I thought God was telling me that maybe I wasn’t worthy to have
another child and it killed me inside. I then ended up pregnant a third time and I thought to myself, ‘I

will do it all on my own and I'll find a way to finish college and make it happen.’ I was told by others that I
couldn’t make it, life would be terrible, and the baby’s father would never be there or help me. My family
told me it was a bad idea and finally the guy even told me he really didn’t want any part of it either. I was
broken and drowning in terrible thoughts for myself and a baby that would be unloved and forgotten by
others. I started feeling physical pains again, and it only made me think I couldn’t do this anymore. I made
an appointment and again lost my baby.

“Rise up and help us; redeem us because of your unfailing love.”

PSALM 44:26



“Your Father in heaven is not willing that any one of
these little ones should be lost.” (Parable of the lost sheep.)

MATTHEW 18:14

I now am a graduate with a Bachelor’s degree, a mother of two girls and married to a man that would do
anything for us. I prayed for help after going through all these things, and I really had to separate myself
from all the evil of the world that influenced me to do things I don’t think I would ever do again. I love my
children fully with 100% of my heart and will never let anyone take them away from me. God knows I have
5 babies and they are all mine. It took me a long time (over 10 years) to even be able to speak about this and
deal with who I was and what I had done. I asked God for forgiveness and he forgave me, but that wasn’t
enough. I hurt my babies and myself, so just like in any relationship I needed to ask my babies to forgive
me as their mother and allow myself to still love them and pray for them. I told God that something was
missing, and as I listened to music, prayed and worshiped God, He gave me just what I needed: I needed to
forgive myself. I am still working on it, but I am a proud mother of 5 and have an amazing family that I'm
still working on because God has given me the grace to do so.

“If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

2 CHRONICLES 7:14



